
Simonsbath Festival 2016 2 May – 16 June

When the world comes to Simonsbath in the       of Exmoor

Simonsbath Festival 2016

in the       of Exmoorin the       of Exmoorin the       of Exmoor

Fr
on

t c
ov

er
 im

ag
e 

©
 N

ic
ol

a 
Fr

ie
dr

ic
h

S'bathFestProg_2016-2.indd   3 03/04/2016   16:11



Exford Village Green
Monday 2 May – 2pm
Simonsbath Festival 2016 springs into 
action on Bank Holiday Monday 2 May 
at 2pm on Exford Village Green, with 
a fun-packed afternoon of May Day 
celebrations for all the family. 
• Maypole dancing and country   
 dancing by the children of 
 Exford School
• Live music from the Exmoor    
 Doodah Band!
• Competitions between local pubs 
 and clubs, including tug o’war 
• Local produce stall 
• Exford hand bells demonstration
• Cream teas from 
 Exford Bridge Tea Rooms 

Don’t miss 

Simonsbath Festival’s 

MAY DAY celebrations on 

Exford Village Green

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

For information and competition entry 
details please telephone 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451 or email 
tickets@simonsbathfestival.org.uk

Simonsbath Festival celebrates  
MAY DAY 2016
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I love the Simonsbath Festival for two reasons. 
It’s the only festival I know that regularly mentions 
wellington boots in its programme and it has my 
favourite approach road to a night out, with its 
inspirational views away to the west on the drive 
down the South Molton road.  
After one of the wettest winters on record let’s hope 
the wellingtons will be part of the storytelling and 
not the dress code for the audience! This year’s 
festival once again off ers a luring range of family 
and community events and the chance to hear great 
speakers on the mysteries of the moor or a brave 
attempt to live ‘the good life’ on a smallholding.  
The roof of St Luke’s will be raised with choral, 
chamber, world music, pop-up opera and jazz. 
Wells Cathedral have been regularly praised as 
one of the fi nest choirs in England, while a Zulu 
ensemble I know to be overwhelming in its emotion 
and power. 
Please do join us to meet new friends or join old 
ones – with a glass of wine, a local oyster and 
perhaps even a falcon on your arm. 

Phyllida Lloyd
Patron
Simonsbath Festival

Festival events diary at a glance Don’t miss 

Simonsbath Festival’s 

MAY DAY celebrations on 

Exford Village Green

www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

    Events held at St Luke’s Church are highlighted below
Date Event page
May 2–June 17 Simonsbath Festival Art Exhibition 3 and 22
 at Boevey’s Tea Rooms
May 2-June 17 Photographic Exhibition at Simonsbath House Hotel 23
May 6  The Vicars Choral of Wells Cathedral Choir – Concert 4
May 11 Mining and Mystery at Wheal Eliza – Walk  21
May 11 Simon Dawson – Talk 4
May 14 Kosmos Ensemble – Concert 5
May 18 Porlock Bay Oysters/Knighton Farm – 
 tasting and sampling event at Boevey’s Tea Rooms  5 and 22
May 21 Busi Mhlanga and Shosholoza Zulu Choir – Concert  6
May 25 Wren Music – Concert 7
May 28 Jubilee Wind Ensemble – New Generation Artists – Concert  9
June 1 Nigel Penfold – Talk 9
June 4 Music Deco – Concert 11
June 8 Graham Wills – Talk at Simonsbath Sawmill      11 and 15
June 10 History and Mystery on the High Moor – Walk  21
June 11 Pop-up Opera: The Barber of Seville – Concert  12
June 15 Serena Fass – Talk 13
June 16 Midsummer family and community concert 
 at The Moorland Hall Wheddon Cross 13
Information and booking  16-19
Other venues:
Simonsbath Sawmill 14
Boevey’s Tea Rooms 22
Simonsbath House Hotel 23
Exmoor Society  21
Exmoor National Park 25
Festival Questionnaire 26

page
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This is Simonsbath Festival’s fi fth year when once again we celebrate 
the cultural heritage of Exmoor, with traditional May Day and Midsummer 
festivities to open and close the festival, while inviting musicians from 
abroad to celebrate their cultural heritage during the six weeks in between.
We have packed as much variety as possible into the programme with opera, jazz 
and classical music concerts and all sorts of other events, including talks and walks 
and an art exhibition.
Besides the events taking place in Simonsbath and the May Day celebrations in Exford, 
the festival continues to be committed to working with local schools. The project ‘Songs 
from the Exmoor Forest’ to revive interest in and knowledge of the traditional music and 
songs of Exmoor began three years ago and was supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and run by the folk and community arts organisation Wren Music.  
Wren musician Paul Wilson is back again this year to hold a series of workshops in 
local schools to teach the folk music, songs and traditions collected on Exmoor from 
the early 20th century to the 1980s. The workshops culminate in a Midsummer family 
and community concert on June 16 at the Moorland Hall, Wheddon Cross.
As part of the project we have also collated an online song book featuring music and 
songs collected on Exmoor, which can be found on the festival website. 
St Luke’s was the original inspiration for Simonsbath Festival and the church continues 
to inspire, with its attractive and welcoming atmosphere and exceptional acoustic.
Over the past years the festival has made donations to local charities such as Exmoor 
Search and Rescue, the Beacon Centre cancer unit at Taunton’s Musgrove Hospital, 
the South Molton branch of the Royal British Legion, and last year gave a donation to 
the West Somerset Food Cupboard in Minehead.
We all very much hope you enjoy the festival.
Victoria Thomas, Festival Director

A very warm welcome to Simonsbath Festival 2016

St Luke’s Church

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June2
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Becoming a Friend of Simonsbath 
Festival for as little as £15 a year 
entitles you to special block-booking 
discounts on tickets and ensures that 
your name is added to our mailing 
list while at the same time helping to 
support the festival.  
If you would like to join the Friends of 
Simonsbath Festival, please complete 
the application form on page 18.

A very warm welcome to Simonsbath Festival 2016 Art Exhibition
The fi fth annual Simonsbath Festival Art 
Exhibition will take place at Boevey’s Tea Rooms, 
the converted linhay of Simonsbath House on the 
turning into the hotel.
The work on show has been selected to refl ect 
something of the quality of moorland life, the 
physical beauty of the landscape and the diversity 
of the culture, fl ora and fauna. The participating 
artists are all from the south west region and exhibit 
work in a variety of media, including oil, acrylic and 
watercolour paintings, photographs and prints. 
This year’s exhibition features framed and unframed 
work, all of which is for sale, as well as work by 
artists new to Simonsbath Festival, including 
drawings by Peter Randall-Page. There will also 
be an annexe to the art exhibition, showing work 
by the successful photographer Steve Gunter, 
who won the Countryfi le winter landscape photo 
competition in 2015. His work is on show in 
Simonsbath House Hotel, so it is easy to take in 
both sites in one visit.
Admission to the exhibition is free during 
Boevey’s summer opening hours, from 
10.30 am to 5pm daily.  
For more information telephone 
Sandy Schott on 01643 831844 or email 
artexhibition@simonsbathfestival.org.uk  

www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk 3

Please turn to pages 16 & 17
for full details of ticket prices 
and a booking form

Monday 2 May – Friday 17 June

Don’t miss out 

Book your 
Festival 
events NOW!
• by telephoning
 Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451
• by emailing 
 tickets@simonsbathfestival.org.uk 
• by post using the booking form 
 on page 17

Above: Frosty Day by Chris Howe
Below: Deer by Julian Witts

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June
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Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June4

Wednesday 11 May – 7.30pm                 

Simon Dawson
London Suits to Welly Boots -
the true and funny story of how 
I accidentally fell in love with the 
Good Life 
Following a drunken misunderstanding, 
Simon Dawson agreed to give up his 
London life and move to the wilds of Exmoor, 
where he and his wife Debbie started from 
scratch a 20 acre self suffi  cient smallholding, 
cram-packed with opinionated, characterful 
free-range animals.  
Simon is an author of several books 
including, The Self Suffi  ciency Bible and two 
comic memoirs, Pigs in Clover and The Sty’s 
the Limit. He is also a journalist and radio 
personality. He has cooked on TV with Gary 
Rhodes, appeared on Countryfi le with Adam 
Henson and was featured in Ben Fogle’s 
New Lives in the Wild UK on Channel 5.

The Trials and Tribulations 
of the Vicars Choral

Advance booking: Adult: £15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 (£11 on the door); student/unemployed £7.50; 
14 year-olds and under free.

Friday 6 May – 7.30pm

Advance booking: Adult: £10 
to reserve the seat of your choice; 
£5 for unreserved seating; 
(£6 on the door) 
14 year-olds and under free.

Refreshments available 
in the interval and an 
optional snack, costing 
£5, may be booked in 
advance for the interval by 
telephoning Marian Lloyd 
on 01643 831451. 

A concert featuring the top quality musicianship of the male 
voices of Wells Cathedral Choir  
The Vicars Choral of Wells Cathedral Choir perform a selection of the fi nest 
cathedral music and arrangements of popular songs, with readings from 
their colourful historical archives spanning 650 years.
Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, costing £6 and prepared by 
The Crown Hotel, Exford, may be booked in advance for the interval by telephoning 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.   

   St Luke’s   St Luke’s
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Music from around the globe performed by an exciting young trio who are 
re-defining the relationship between classical and world music.  
Kosmos combines scholarship, curiosity and impeccable musicianship 
to mesmerising effect: sophisticated jazz glides magically into wild gypsy 
fiddling, emotive Jewish music into hot-blooded tango, Arabic and Turkish 
improvisation into Greek melodies.  
The musicians are distinguished soloists in their own right, united by a 
shared passion for improvisation, music from around the globe as well as 
the rigours of classical training. 

Advance booking: Adult: £15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 (£11 on the door); student/unemployed £7.50; 
14 year-olds and under free.

www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, costing £6 and prepared by 
Sue Croft, may be booked in advance for the interval by telephoning Marian Lloyd 
on 01643 831451.  

Harriet MacKenzie (violin)
Meg Hamilton (viola)
Miloš Milivojević (accordion)

‘Revelatory’ 
 Michael White 
 The Telegraph

 Saturday 14 May – 7.30pm  

Kosmos Ensemble

Wednesday 18 May – 7.30pm  
Local producers’ tasting 
and sampling event with 
Porlock Bay Oysters and 
Knighton Farm, Withypool
Find out how the finest Pacific oysters are once again being grown in 
Porlock Bay, and how Goeff and Bev Munsey sold their metal sheet 
manufacturing business to farm alpacas, goats and rare-breed pigs.  
See page 22 for details and booking information.

5

   St Luke’s
  Boevey’s Tea Rooms
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 Saturday 21 May – 7.30pm                  

Busi Mhlanga and Shosholoza Zulu Choir

   St Luke’s

Advance booking: Adult: £15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 (£11 on the door); 
student/unemployed £7.50; 14 year-olds and under free.

Busi Mhlanga is from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, and was raised in the 
Zulu Ndebele tradition. Her grandfather was an ‘inyanga’ (traditional 
healer) and the whole family would gather for ceremonies and 
celebrations where Busi would imitate the singing and dancing of 
her elders. After joining the popular female dance troupe of Black 
Umfolosi, touring Africa and Europe, she relocated to the UK where 
she leads troupes of gumboot dancers and has become one of the 
most recognised female Zulu singers. 
 After Nelson Mandela’s death Busi was invited to lead   
   a performance at the House of Commons during his            
       funeral and she has frequently appeared on TV.  

Refreshments available and a tasty savoury 
snack, costing £6 and prepared by Sue Croft, 
may be booked in advance for the interval by 
telephoning Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.  

OUR AWARDS
Included in the Good Pub Guide Top 10 Pubs in the UK - 2014 & 2015

National Wine Pub of the Year - 2014 & 2015
Somerset Wine Pub of the year -2013
Somerset Wine Pub of the year -2012

Somerset Dining Pub of the year - 2011
Somerset Wine Pub of the year - 2011

Somerset Dining Pub of the year - 2010
Taste of the West Silver Award for Gastro Pub - 2009

England Wine Pub of the year - 2009
Somerset Dining Pub of the year - 2008

England Wine Pub of the year - 2007

4, Bank Square, Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9BU

Telephone: 01398 324007
E: woodsdulverton@hotmail.com   W: woodsdulverton.co.uk

OUR AWARDS 
Included in the Good Pub Guide Top 10 Pubs in the UK – 2014, 2015 & 2016

National Wine Pub of the year – 2014, 2015 & 2016
Somerset Wine Pub of the year – 2013
Somerset Wine Pub of the year – 2012
Somerset Dining Pub of the year – 2011
Somerset Wine Pub of the year – 2011
Somerset Dining Pub of the year – 2010

Taste of the West Silver Award for Gastro Pub – 2009
England Wine Pub of the year – 2009

Somerset Dining Pub of the year – 2008
England Wine Pub of the year – 2007

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June6
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Wednesday 25 May - 7.30pm                  

Wren Music A Random Melody

Advance booking: 
Adult: £10 to 
reserve the seat 
of your choice; 
£5 for unreserved 
seating 
(£6 on the night); 
14 year-olds and 
under free.
Refreshments available 
and a snack, costing £4 
and supplied by Riverford Home Delivery, 
West Somerset, may be booked in 
advance for the interval by telephoning 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.  

A concert inspired and featuring photographs by James Ravilious, who 
chronicled life in rural Devon during the 1970s and 80s.  
Singers and musicians from Wren Music’s Voices in Common choirs and  
Rough Music orchestras have selected a wide range of photographs from      
the James Ravilious Collection and sourced songs to match them in an      
event which sparkles with local interest.  
James Ravilious was trusted by the North Devon community in which he lived 
to photograph all aspects of local life, creating a uniquely detailed portrait of a 
corner of England on the brink of change. The songs were chosen to link with, 
interpret and sometimes comment on Ravilious’s compelling images of life in 
local farming communities.
Project produced by Marilyn Tucker with musical direction by Paul Wilson.  
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   St Luke’s
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STOCKLEIGH LODGE
Exford, Exmoor, Somerset

TA24 7PZ

01643 831500

www.stockleighexford.co.uk

stay@stockleighexford.co.u  k  

Stockleigh Lodge, a large country house set in its own 

wooded grounds on the outskirts of Exford. 

There are nine letting rooms all with ensuite facilities, ideal 

to accommodate small groups.  Bring your own horse on 

holiday and hire one of the 8 loose boxes for DIY livery, 

and ride the beautiful bridle ways of Exmoor.  Walking 

from Stockleigh is also easy and you're on the footpaths of 

Exmoor within minutes.

Stockleigh Lodge
Exford, Somerset TA24 7PZ

01643 831500
www.stockleighexford.co.uk

email: stay@stockleighexford.co.uk

Large Country House with 9 ensuite letting rooms 
ideal to accommodate small groups/parties.

Stabling available for riders to explore Exmoor on horseback.
 Cyclists, Walkers all welcome. 

Drying facilities and secure storage available.
Bed and Breakfast from £40.00 per person per night, 

children welcome.

Wheddon Cross,
Minehead, TA24 7DR
TEL: 01643 841222
Email: stay@restandbethankful.co.uk
Web: www.restandbethankful.co.uk

Superb Range of Bar and Restaurant Meals, 7 Days a week,
Traditional Carvery Meals on Wednesdays and Sundays

Luxury en-suite Accommodation
Warm and friendly local atmosphere

CAZ BAR – Outside Bar Facility, Parties and Weddings
Eric, Julie and Caroline Norman look forward to welcoming you

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June8
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Saturday 28 May – 7.30pm                   

Simonsbath Festival
New Generation Artists

Wednesday 1 June – 7.30pm                   

Nigel Penfold with Lady Macbeth and Cassius
Falconry Past and Present

The Jubilee Wind Ensemble studied together at the Purcell School of Music 
between 2011 and 2015. Hannah Condliff e and William Gough are now                     
                       studying at the Royal Academy of Music, Ruth Dingle is at the 
           Guildhall School of Music and Drama and  Liya Li is at the 
               Purcell School. Hannah, Will and Ruth have previously 
                played in a quintet and performed together at the 
  Wigmore Hall last June.

Exmoor falconer Nigel Penfold of North Devon Hawk Walks gives a 
presentation about the history and practice of falconry with the help of his 
hawks Lady Macbeth and Cassius.
The mutually benefi cial relationship between people and birds of prey goes 
back over three thousand years from the time people fi rst trained them for 
use in hunting. Nigel also explains the natural history of the bird of prey and 
shows how the various species diff er physically and mentally as a result of their 
evolution from dinosaurs. 
For those wanting a close encounter with the birds, there will be the opportunity 
to hold a hawk on the fi st. If conditions permit, they will also be fl own – 
and they are not in the least camera-shy.

The Jubilee Wind Ensemble
Hannah Condliff e (oboe), Ruth Dingle (French horn), 
William Gough (bassoon), Liya Li (piano)

Advance booking: Adult: £10 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
£5 for unreserved seating (£6 on the night); 
14 year-olds and under free.

Refreshments available and a 
tasty savoury snack, costing 
£5, may be booked in advance 
for the interval by telephoning 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451. 

The Jubilee Wind Ensemble’s concert features a diverse 
programme of music including pieces by Mozart, Bach,  
   Schumann and Poulenc. For the full concert programme 
     please visit the festival website below.

Advance booking: Adult: £15 
to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 
(£11 on the door); 
student/unemployed £7.50; 
14 year-olds and under free.

Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, costing 
  £6 and prepared by Sue Croft, may be booked in advance for 
      the interval by telephoning Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.  

   St Luke’s    St Luke’s

www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June 9
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Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June10

Exford Bridge 

 

Telephone: 01643 831304 Find us on Facebook and TripAdvisor

Exford Bridge 
1940s/1950s 
Vintage Tea Rooms

   Open: Winter 10.30-4.00, Summer 10.30-5.30    Chapel Street, Exford, Minehead TA24 7PY

Shelley and Jeffrey Smith look forward 
to offering you a very warm welcome. 
Come and enjoy delicious home cooked food, 
including breakfasts until 3pm, light lunches, 
cakes, scones plus so much more.

Exmoor BookBinding
01643 841116   sarah@the-burns.com

Repairs & Restoration to 
all your favourite books.

Albums, Folios 
Scrapbooks & Journals 
made to order.

Everyone needs flags!
At Specialist Flag Services

we make traditional sewn flags.

Unions - St George - Somerset - Exmoor
All sizes - All nations

Economy flags - Bunting

We stock a great range of flag poles to any height.
We can also deliver and erect.

Everyone needs flags!

Especially in Jubilee year!

At Specialist Flag Services
we make traditional sewn flags

Unions – St George – St David
All sizes – Specials
Economy flags - Bunting

We stock a great range
of flag poles to any height.

We can also deliver and erect

Specialist Flag Services
Newland House

Exford
TA24 7NF

Telephone: 01643 831343
Mobile: 07971 832567 or 07968 734828

Specialist Flag Services 
Lower Mill, Exford TA24 7QE 
Telephone: 01643 831088

Email: robinashburner@aol.com
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Saturday 4 June – 7.30pm                    

Music Deco

   St Luke’s

11

The Enigma of Pinkery Pond 
and the Pinkery Canal
A talk by Graham Wills
Advance booking only: Tickets £5 
(space is limited so early booking is advised).
See page 15 for details and booking information.

Chris Gradwell (clarinet and saxophone), Kate Walker (vocals), 
Andrew Daldorph (piano)

Music Deco delights in the rhythm, romance and evocative style of that most 
exciting time of popular music, the 1920s to the 40s. Conjuring the very 
essence of the Deco period and providing a delicious mix of jazz and light 
music, with a little comedy and a night-club atmosphere thrown in too.

Bix Beiderbeck, Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Duke Ellington are just some 
of the familiar names from that time, and Music Deco performs a variety of 
melodies, some instantly recognisable, some less familiar.
The musicians of Music Deco are top-class performers in their own right: 
Andrew Daldorph took up a post as Organ Scholar at Guildford Cathedral, 
subsequently gaining a fellowship of the Royal College of Organists; 
Chris Gradwell is an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music; 
Kate Walker studied singing at Welsh College of Music and Drama and 
appears regularly in oratorio and concerts throughout the region. 
Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, costing £6 and prepared by 
Sue Croft, may be booked in advance for the interval by telephoning Marian Lloyd 
on 01643 831451. 

Advance booking: Adult: £15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 (£11 on the door); student/unemployed £7.50; 
14 year-olds and under free.
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  Simonsbath Sawmill 
Wednesday 8 June – 7.30pm  
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Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June12

Saturday 11 June – 7.30pm                    

Pop-up Opera
Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia 
(The Barber of Seville)

   St Luke’s

The irrepressibly talented Pop-up Opera takes to the stage at St Luke’s once 
more with this fast-paced comical farce in their adaptation of a much-loved 
score. Witness razor-sharp timing as the ever-resourceful barber Figaro tries 
to help the young Count Almaviva win the hand of the beautiful Rosina out 
of love rather than for his wealth. Soon the pair set about producing many 
disguises for the count, and thus the farce ensues…! 

‘A two-hour explosion of beautiful music, top-class singing, and 
exceptional acting . . . I honestly cannot imagine anyone, of any age or 
class or tastes, who would have been bored or unmoved.’   The Times

Pop-up Opera is an innovative professional touring opera company 
dedicated to making opera enjoyable and inviting, without losing the quality 
of musical performance. They broaden the appeal of opera and challenge 
the way it’s traditionally performed and making it fun, fresh and intimate.

Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, costing £6 and prepared 
by Sue Croft, may be booked in advance for the interval by telephoning 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451. 

Advance booking: Adult: £15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
standard tickets £10 (£11 on the door);
student/unemployed £7.50; 14 year-olds and under free.

Rossini’s famous 
comic opera is 
brought to life 
by the critically 
acclaimed 
Pop-Up Opera   

Language: Italian
Captions: English 

Director: Greg Eldridge, Jette Parker Associate Director at The Royal Opera  
Musical director: Berrak Dyer

W E L C O M E  T O  H O L L A N D  H O U S E ;  A  FA M I LY-R U N  S H O P  
S P E C I A L I S I N G  I N  B E S P O K E ,  H A N D-PA I N T E D  A N D  

C U S TO M I S E D  V I N TA G E  F U R N I T U R E  A N D  H O M E WA R E .  
B A S E D  I N  D U LV E R TO N, S O M E R S E T.

JANE@HOL L ANDHOUSESHOP.COM
HOL L ANDHOUSESHOP.C O M

S'bathFestProg_2016-2.indd   16 03/04/2016   16:12



www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

Midsummer family and 
community concert

  Please note this event takes place at
 The Moorland Hall, Wheddon Cross

13

Wednesday 15 June – 7.30pm                    

Serena Fass

   St Luke’s

Thursday 16 June – 2pm     

For information and tickets telephone Marian Lloyd on 
01643 831451 or visit www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk

Over many years Serena Fass has followed in the 
footsteps of the Magi from Taxila, in Pakistan, where 
Gondophares might have hailed from, through Iran, 
from where the majority almost certainly came from, 
to Babylon, in Iraq, where four may have joined 
them, to Turkey, Syria and Palestine. She has used 
her photographs to compile the lavishly illustrated 
book The Magi, which was published last year, and 
for the presentation to accompany her talk. 

The Magi
An illustrated talk

Advance booking: Adult: £10 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
£5 for unreserved seating (£6 on the night); 
14 year-olds and under free.

Refreshments available and a tasty savoury snack, prepared by The Homegrown 
Catering Company and costing £5, may be booked in advance for the interval by 
telephoning Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451. 

Serena has lectured many times at the Royal 
Geographical Society, the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and the Nehru Centre in London, as well as in the USA.

She is raising money for Aid to the Church in Need for their work 
in supporting persecuted Christians in Syria and Iraq.

Simonsbath Festival celebrates Midsummer and marks the 
end of Simonsbath Festival 2016 with a family and community 
concert, featuring Paul Wilson and Marilyn Tucker of the folk 
and community arts organisation Wren Music, continuing its 
project ‘Songs from the Exmoor Forest’. 
As part of the festival’s broader activities in the community, 
Paul Wilson is running a series of workshops in Exford, 
Cutcombe and Timberscombe first schools to teach children 
the traditional music and songs of Exmoor, working towards 
their performance at this afternoon’s concert at the 
Moorland Hall, Wheddon Cross.  
 
  ADMISSION FREE
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14 Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

Simonsbath Sawmill 
Simonsbath Sawmill was built for John Knight 
sometime after 1818 and refurbished for 
Viscount Ebrington (later Lord Fortescue) in 
1898. The building of stone and slate beside 
the river in the heart of the village was once 
the hub of agricultural and estate management 
for a huge country estate covering much of 
central Exmoor.  
There was a carpenters’ workshop and 
machinery for cutting chaff, crushing oats 
and grinding mortar. The mill also generated 
electricity for houses in the village for more 
than sixty years.  
A waterwheel no longer powers the mill but 
the water turbine that replaced it in 1898 is 
still working. When there is not enough water 
in the river to drive the turbine the machines 
at the mill can be powered by a diesel engine 
installed in 1952.  
The mill is no longer in regular operation but 
the saw-benches, water turbine, engine and 
the leats that bring water to the mill were 
restored by Exmoor National Park Authority 
in 2002. They are maintained in working 
condition and used for demonstrations, and 
the mill is a venue for educational events and 
activities. It is cared for by a small team of 
volunteers who help with maintenance, lead 
tours and are researching the history of the mill. Si
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Wednesday 8 June – 7.30pm  

The Enigma of 
Pinkery Pond and 
the Pinkery Canal
A talk by Graham Wills

Dr Graham Wills picks up from last year’s talk by 
Rob Wilson-North about the unfinished pleasure 
gardens planned by John Knight, the midlands 
ironmaster who purchased much of the land 
around Simonsbath from the Crown in 1818.  
Focusing on another of John Knight’s unfinished 
schemes – the construction of a two and a 
half acre lake and a five mile canal high on the 
moorland north of the village – Dr Wills explores 
what these major engineering projects reveal 
about John Knight’s plans for Exmoor and the 
challenges he faced in bringing them to fruition. 

Refreshments available and a locally-made pasty, 
costing £4, may be booked in advance for the interval 
by telephoning Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.

Advance booking only: Tickets £5 
(space is limited so early booking is advised).

Sawmill Open Days 
Simonsbath Sawmill will be open from 
10am until 4pm on: 
Monday 2 and 16 May; Monday 6 June
Visitors will have an opportunity to look around the historic, 
water-powered sawmill and estate. Tours are available all 
day and volunteers on hand from 10am. 
No booking is necessary but it is advisable to phone 
01643 831202 (between 10am and 4pm on the day) 
before making a special trip. 
Limited parking is available at the mill and spaces can be 
reserved for visitors with limited mobility if you contact the 
sawmill in advance. Please note that there are no public 
toilets at the mill. Parking is also available at Ashcombe 
Car Park, Simonsbath (SS774394) and visitors may wish 
to walk the 500m to the sawmill through the meadow at 
SS 77353915. 
Please visit www.simonsbathsawmill.org.uk or 
Simonsbath Sawmill’s Facebook page for more information. 
Tours are free but donations towards the upkeep of the mill 
are very welcome.

National Mills Weekend
Saturday 14 May – Sunday 15 May 10am – 4pm
Simonsbath Sawmill is also open for National Mills 
Weekend, the annual celebration of our milling heritage 
which offers a chance to explore mills throughout the 
country, many of which are not usually open to the public. 
The sawmill will be open specially for this weekend event 
with tours, displays and demonstrations from 10am to 4pm 
each day. No booking is necessary. For further information 
see www.nationalmillsweekend.co.uk

   Simonsbath Sawmill
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Saturday concerts  
at St Luke’s
Admission to the following concerts 
in St Luke’s: 
£15 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
£10 for unreserved seating (£11 on the door);
£7.50 student/unemployed concession; 
14 year-olds and under free.

• The Vicars Choral of 
 Wells Cathedral Choir
• Kosmos Ensemble
• Busi Mhlanga and 
 Shosholoza Zulu Choir
• The Jubilee Wind Ensemble
• Music Deco
• Pop-up Opera
Refreshments are available at all events 
and a canapé selection, costing £6, may  
be booked in advance by completing 
the form opposite or by telephoning 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.  

Information and booking

Other events at St Luke’s 
Admission to the following events: 
£10 to reserve the seat of your choice; 
£5 for unreserved seating (£6 on the door); 
14 year-olds and under free.  
• Simon Dawson
• Wren Music
• Nigel Penfold
• Serena Fass
Refreshments are available at all events 
and optional light tasty, savoury snacks 
may be booked in advance for the interval 
by completing the form opposite or by 
telephoning Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451.  

Events at Boevey’s Tea Rooms 
and Simonsbath Sawmill
Admission to the following events: £5 (advance booking only)
• West Country Farm and Food Tours Exmoor    
 Producers’ event (venue: Boevey’s Tea Rooms)
• Graham Wills talk (venue: Simonsbath Sawmill)
The bar at Boevey’s Tea Rooms will be open for refreshments, 
including wine, beer, tea and coffee.  
Refreshments will be available at Simonsbath Sawmill and an 
optional, locally-made pasty may be booked in advance for the 
interval of Graham Wills’s talk by telephoning Marian Lloyd on 
01643 831451. 

How to book 
Standard tickets, premium tickets and snacks may be booked:
• by completing the booking form on the website    
 www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk
• by email from tickets@simonsbathfestival.org.uk
• by phoning Marian Lloyd: 01643 831451
• by completing and returning the booking form opposite 
Concessionary tickets are available for students and 
unemployed only.
Please make cheques payable to Simonsbath Festival 
and post with your completed booking form to: 
Marian Lloyd, Higher Bradley, Withypool, 
Somerset TA24 7RS

Friends of Simonsbath Festival 
Becoming a Friend of Simonsbath Festival 
for just £15 a year entitles you to block 
booking discounts, free mailings and news 
updates while at the same time helping to 
support the festival. 
Please complete the form on page 18 
and tick the box, if you would like to 
become a Friend.

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

PLEASE NOTE: Tickets will be available FOR COLLECTION at St Luke’s on the day, THEY WILL NOT BE SENT OUT BY MAIL 
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St Luke’s parking 
and facilities
There are only a few 
parking spaces at the 
church itself, which 
are normally reserved 
for visitors with limited 
mobility. There is some 
roadside parking or 
Exmoor National Park’s 
Ashcombe car park in 
the centre of Simonsbath 
which also has toilets. 
The church is accessible 
to wheelchair users and 
has its own toilet facilities.

Events at Boevey’s Tea Rooms 
and Simonsbath Sawmill
Admission to the following events: £5 (advance booking only)
• West Country Farm and Food Tours Exmoor    
 Producers’ event (venue: Boevey’s Tea Rooms)
• Graham Wills talk (venue: Simonsbath Sawmill)
The bar at Boevey’s Tea Rooms will be open for refreshments, 
including wine, beer, tea and coff ee.  
Refreshments will be available at Simonsbath Sawmill and an 
optional, locally-made pasty may be booked in advance for the 
interval of Graham Wills’s talk by telephoning Marian Lloyd on 
01643 831451. 

How to book 
Standard tickets, premium tickets and snacks may be booked:
• by completing the booking form on the website    
 www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk
• by email from tickets@simonsbathfestival.org.uk
• by phoning Marian Lloyd: 01643 831451
• by completing and returning the booking form opposite 
Concessionary tickets are available for students and 
unemployed only.
Please make cheques payable to Simonsbath Festival 
and post with your completed booking form to: 
Marian Lloyd, Higher Bradley, Withypool, 
Somerset TA24 7RS

(Free admission to all concerts for children under 14 years old)

insert how many      

www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

 Event Date and time     Price per ticket   Snack(s)  Number  Total cost
                           of tickets 
The Vicars Choral of the    £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved)
Wells Cathedral Choir 6 May – 7.30pm Concessionary £7.50 £6

Simon Dawson 11 May –  7.30pm £10 (reserved) £5 (unreserved) £5

Kosmos Ensemble 14 May –  7.30pm £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved) £6
   Concessionary £7.50
West Country Farm 
and Food Tours –   18 May –  7.30pm £5 (advance booking only)  N/AExmoor Producers’ event 
Venue: Boevey’s Tea Rooms 

Busi Mhlanga  21 May –  7.30pm £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved) £6and Shosholoza   Concessionary £7.50 

Wren Music 25 May –  7.30pm £10 (reserved) £5 (unreserved) £4  

The Jubilee Wind    £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved) £6Ensemble  28 May –  7.30pm Concessionary £7.50 

Nigel Penfold 1 June –  7.30pm £10 (reserved)  £5 (unreserved)  £5    

Music Deco 4 June –  7.30pm £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved) £6 
   Concessionary £7.50 

Graham Wills  8 June –  7.30pm  £5 (advance booking only)   £4Venue: Simonsbath Sawmill    

Pop-up Opera 11 June –  7.30pm £15 (reserved)  £10 (unreserved) £6  
   Concessionary £7.50

Serena Fass                    15 June –  7.30pm £10 (reserved) £5 (unreserved) £5 

Midsummer Concert at the 16 June –  2.00pm Admission free Moorland Hall (Wheddon Cross)  
Please complete the form overleaf indicating your seating preference and 
make cheques payable to Simonsbath Festival                                    Overall total                       £
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Name         Title

Address

     Postcode

Telephone number

Email address 

If you have booked Premium Tickets or Reserved Seating for events at St Luke’s, please state your preferred row:
Rows A to M, on the left, facing the chancel: Rows A to J, on the right, facing the chancel: or the Balcony.

 
 I would like to become a Friend of Simonsbath Festival, please send me further details – 
 please tick the box

Please send your completed form, with a cheque made out to Simonsbath Festival if you are booking 
tickets to: Marian Lloyd, Higher Bradley, Withypool, Somerset TA24 7RS   Telephone 01643 831451

Please complete to book tickets or to become a Friend of Simonsbath Festival

18
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Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

PLEASE NOTE: Tickets will be available FOR COLLECTION at St Luke’s on the day, THEY WILL NOT BE SENT OUT BY MAIL 
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Other venues at Simonsbath Festival

www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk

Events at the Sawmill
Admission to open days and National Mills 
Weekend at the Sawmill is free.

Simonsbath Sawmill parking 
and facilities
There is no public parking or public toilets 
at the Sawmill. Visitors are advised to use 
the Exmoor National Park’s Ashcombe car 
park which also has toilets. Parts of the 
Sawmill are accessible to wheelchair users 
and arrangements can be made to welcome 
people with disabilities. (Please telephone 
01643 831202 between 10am and 4pm 
on the day).

Boevey’s Tea Rooms
For reservations and bookings please 
complete the booking form or telephone 
Marian Lloyd on 01643 831451. 

Exmoor Society events
Exmoor Society walks are normally free 
of charge. For further information please 
telephone the Exmoor Society on 
01398 323335 or visit the Exmoor Society 
website www.exmoorsociety.org.uk
For general enquiries please contact 
Victoria Thomas on 01643 831343 or 
email info@simonsbathfestival.org.uk

www.exmoor-whitehorse.co.uk
For more information telephone 01643 831229
or email enquiries@exmoor-whitehorse.co.uk

The Exmoor White Horse Inn, Exford, Somerset TA24 7PY

Our candlelit restaurant is open every evening and we offer an extensive Bar Menu served 
Daily from 12 noon. Our renowned Carvery is served every Sunday lunchtime, in both our 

Bar and Restaurant and is also served in the Bar on Sunday and Wednesday evening

At the very heart of Exmoor, nestling by the bridge over the river Exe, 
you'll find The Exmoor White Horse Inn. 

Festooned in Virginia Creeper, this traditional 16th Century building with classic 
period features has been family owned and run for generations.   

Kick off your boots and unwind beside one of our log fires. Choose from over 150 
Malt Whiskies and a fine selection of local real ales, savour our delicious locally 
sourced produce, and at the end of a fantastic evening retire to one of our 28 

sumptuous room full of charm and character. It's no more than you would expect 
from an idyllic Inn, which offers its guests a warm and welcoming atmosphere in a 

true Westcountry style  - a favourite all year round.
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The Exmoor Society
The Exmoor Society works to protect and enhance 
the special qualities and diverse wild landscapes 
of Exmoor.
The society was formed in 1958 and is a registered 
charity dedicated to the conservation, protection 
and enjoyment of Exmoor National Park. It welcomes 
everyone who supports these purposes and wants to 
enjoy the special qualities of this unique national park.
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Guided walks organised by the Exmoor Society as part 
of Simonsbath Festival: 

Wednesday 11 May    
11am – 1pm
Mining and Mystery at Wheal Eliza 
A short walk along the River Barle to Wheal Eliza, exploring the history 
of the Knights, mining in this part of Exmoor and the tragic mystery 
of Wheal Eliza. There are one or two short climbs but overall this is an 
easy walk along the valley. 
Return to Simonsbath for an optional pub lunch, or bring a picnic. 
Dogs under control welcome. Walk leader Rachel Thomas.
Meet at 11am Ashcombe car park, Simonsbath TA24 7SH 
(Grid Ref 775394)  

Friday 10 June 
10.30am - 4.30pm
History and Mystery on the High Moor
A circular 8-mile walk to Pinkery Pond, the Longstone and Moles 
Chamber. The walk is hilly, rough and muddy underfoot. Please bring a 
picnic and wear weatherproof everything. Dogs on leads welcome. 
Meet at 10.30am at the second lay-by from Simonsbath on B3358 
near Goat Hill Bridge TA24 7LL

No booking is required and the walks are normally free of charge, 
although a small donation would be appreciated from non-members.  
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Monday 2 May – Friday 17 June 

Simonsbath Festival
Art Exhibition

A tasting and sampling event
The finest Pacific oysters are once again being 
grown in Porlock in an ambitious community-
led project initiated by Porlock Parish Council – 
120 years after the natural oyster crop was 
decimated by trawlers.

Goeff and Bev Munsey sold their metal sheet 
manufacturing business in Hampshire to 
buy Knighton Farm in Withypool where they 
produce an altogether different range of 
products. Alpacas provide fibre which is spun 
into soft yarn and dyed a myriad of colours; 
goats provide milk which is made into yoghurt, 
cheese and moisturising soap; rare-breed 
Oxford Sandy and Black pigs give delicious 
meat, sausages, bacon and pies.  
Bar open for refreshments, including wine, 
beer, tea and coffee.  

Wednesday 18 May - 7.30pm  
Simonsbath Festival in association with West Country Farm 
and Food Tours celebrate local Exmoor producers
Featuring 
Porlock Bay Oysters and 
Knighton Farm, Withypool

Boevey’s Tea Rooms, the converted linhay of Simonsbath House on the 
turning into the hotel is host to the Simonsbath Festival Art Exhibition 
throughout the duration of the festival.
Admission to the exhibition is free during Boevey’s summer opening 
hours, from 10.30am to 5pm daily. For more details please see page 3.

   Boevey’s Tea Rooms    Boevey’s Tea Rooms

Advance booking only: Tickets £5 

1. Cow by Luna North  2. Dartmoor Grey Face Ewe by Lucy Pearn 
3. Long Stand by Jo Minoprio

3

1 2
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This year Simonsbath House Hotel is hosting part of the festival art exhibition, 
showing work by the successful photographer Steve Gunter, who won the 
Countryfi le Winter Landscape Photographic Competition in 2015. 
Simonsbath House was built in 1654 by the merchant, lawyer and philosopher 
James Boevey (1622-1696). It was the fi rst house to be built in the Royal 
Forest and stood alone until 1815. In 1819 the Royal Forest’s main allotments 
were auctioned to the highest bidder, John Knight of Worcestershire. Plans for 
the proposed redevelopment of the Old School in Simonsbath will focus on 
chronicling the Knight’s extensive infl uence on Exmoor.

Monday 2 May – Friday 17 June 
Photographic exhibition open to the public 
10.30am to 5pm

For information and bookings please telephone 01643 831259 
or email: enquiries@simonsbathhouse.co.uk or visit the websites 
www.simonsbathhouse.co.uk or www.shoc.info

   Simonsbath House Hotel 
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Handmade Kitchens
Bespoke Quality Hardwood Joinery

41a Northmoor Road, Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9DH
01398 323211 / 07977 786342

www.brettwrightjoinery.com
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Exmoor National Park covers an area of 267 sq miles 
(692 sq kms) - a unique landscape of moorland, woodland, 
valleys and farmland shaped by people and nature over 
thousands of years. High cliffs plunge into the Bristol 
Channel and cosy pubs and tearooms offer delicious 
local produce.  
On Exmoor it is still possible to find tranquility and peace as 
well as rediscover a sense of adventure; to catch a glimpse 
of wild red deer, be amazed by dark skies full of stars and 
explore villages full of character. Exmoor National Park is 
also one of the few places in the world to be awarded the 
prestigious designation of International Dark Sky Reserve, 
recognising the fact that Exmoor has some of the darkest 
skies in the country and that it works hard to make people 
aware of how precious this resource is.
www.exmoornational-park.gov.uk

25www.simonsbathfestival.org.ukSimonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June

Exmoor National Park  
Tuesday 26 July 
10am-4pm  

Bogtastic 
A free, fun packed adventure day 
for all ages exploring the bogs, 
wildlife and heritage in and around 
Simonsbath and Blackpitts in 
Exmoor National Park. 
This ‘drop-in’ activity day has 
something for everyone, whatever 
the weather – indeed, the ‘wetter 
the better!’ 
From stream dipping to the infamous 
Bogstacle Course, it is the perfect 
day out for all. Other activities include 
guided walks, wildlife activities, undercover exhibitions 
and Simonsbath Sawmill guided tours.
For information telephone 01598 752509 or visit
www.facebook.com/events/1649942815246691/ 
There are hundreds of events across Exmoor National Park 
throughout the year, for more information visit 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/visiting/events 
or drop into one of the National Park Centres in Dunster, 
Dulverton or Lynmouth Pavilion.
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  A date for your summer diary 
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How did you hear about Simonsbath Festival?

Word of mouth           Festival programme           Website            Twitter

Facebook           Poster/fl yer           Local press/parish magazine            

Other          (please give details)  

Where did you see our festival programme or poster?

Local shop           Church            B&B           Pub           Other    

(please specify village or town)     

Where have you travelled from today? (nearest town)

If you have been to our events before, please tell us which ones:

Concert           Talk           Poetry reading           Workshop           Walk       

School event           Film           Art exhibition   0 

How do you rate the quality of the following on a scale of 1 to 5 
(1 being poor, 5 being excellent)

Events           Festival programme           Publicity           Venue   0   

Facilities           Food           Other refreshments           Ticket costs   

Please take a few moments to give us your feedback on the festival and hand your completed questionnaire to one of the festival volunteers.
Completed questionnaires will be entered into a prize-winning draw

We are most grateful to our advertisers. 
Which, if any, do you support? 

(Optional) Please provide the details below if you are not 
already a Friend of Simonsbath Festival but would like 
to become one, and enjoy priority booking for just 
£15 per year          or just join our mailing list   

Name:    

Address:

Telephone number:  

Email address: 

We really appreciate your feedback.  
If you have any further comments, please attach them 
on a separate sheet. THANK YOU!

1. 6.

7.2.

3.

4.

5.

Simonsbath Festival Questionnaire

Simonsbath Festival 2 May – 16 June26
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www.jaynepearce.co.uk

Jayne Pearce
Handfinished Soft Furnishings

•  curtains, pelmets, blinds, 
loose covers and more

•  extensive range of fabrics 
 to suit every budget
•  professional service from 

initial design to consultation
FREE CONSULTATION!
Telephone 07837 718745
Email info@jaynepearce.co.uk
Stable Bungalow, Honeymead
Simonsbath TA24 7JX

Find us on Facebook

B L A C K S M I T H S

WEST COUNTRY

At allerford Forge

Blacksmithing Welding &
Fabrications service working

with all forms of metal.

Artistic, Architectural &
Restoration Specialists

To view a full selection of
work visit:

westcountryblacksmiths.co.uk
Phone:

01643 863339 or 07548 212289
Email:

info@westcountryblacksmiths.co.uk
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 The Crown Hotel - Exford 

17th Century Family Run Free House 
Cosy Country Bar ~ Restaurant  

Fine Wines ~ Real Ales ~ Local Food 
Dog Friendly ~ 16 Luxury Bedrooms 

Free Wifi ~ Free Parking 
 01643 831554 

www.crownhotelexmoor.co.uk 
 

 

Westerclose House Cottages, 
Withypool, Somerset TA24 7QR          
Tel: 01643 831302

Beautiful tranquil location 
in the heart of Exmoor 
Self-catering cottages in private courtyard 
setting, individual gardens, log fires & WiFi
• Wonderful walking, riding & fishing             • Horses & dogs welcome
• 300 yds to excellent pub & village shop        • Stunning views
• Coast 20 minutes drive 

 Sleeps: 2 – 6                   Prices: £200–£700/week

polly@westerclose.co.uk                             www.westerclose.co.uk

Roger L Hammond  
Architectural Designer  and  Illustrator   

Free initial consultation 
Planning and building regulations for:- 
Extensions, barn conversions, new build  
Refurbishment of listed buildings etc 
Full service, reasonable rates, 35 years  
experience 
Commissions  undertaken  for paintings  
of  houses,  buildings, landscapes etc  
 
Tawny, 8 Great Meadow, Dulverton,  
Somerset, TA22 9DT 
Tel/Fax: 01398 324644, mobile 0777 906 0969 
e mail; rl.hammond@btconnect.com 
 

www.rlhammond-achitecturaldesign.co.uk www.rlhammond-architecturaldesign.co.uk 
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 Easy-drinking wines at everyday 
prices - Pathfields Business Park, 

South Molton. 
01769 575946 

www.brayvalleywines.co.uk 

Supporters of the 2016 
Simonsbath Festival 
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When the world comes to Simonsbath in the       of Exmoor

Simonsbath Festival 20162 May – 16 June

in the       of Exmoorin the       of Exmoorin the       of Exmoor

We would like to thank the following trusts for their support 
for this year’s festival:
Badgworthy Trust for the Preservation of Exmoor 
The Elmgrant Trust
The Golsoncott Foundation
Sir John and Lady Heathcoat Amory’s Charitable Trust
Somerset Community Foundation 
Festival programme produced and edited by Victoria Thomas
Designed by Maggie Lyddiatt, Advertisement sales – Philip Hull  
Photography landscapes 
courtesy of Nicola Friedrich

Telephone 01643 831343  Email: info@simonsbathfestival.org.uk
www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk

Simonsbath Festival logo (left)
illustrated by Lucy Pearn

farming feed timber & fencing equine garden pet household diy clothing & footwear food & drink

www.molevalleyfarmers.com

Sponsoring 
Simonsbath

Festival 

Pathfi elds Business Park, 
South Molton EX36 3LH
T: 01769 574477
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Printed by Brightsea Press
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